The cost of needlestick injuries associated with insulin administration.
The administration of insulin by a carer or healthcare professional is associated with a risk of needlestick injury. Such injuries create a burden for carers and professionals in terms of anxiety, stress and morbidity as well as the NHS in terms of lost productivity, treatment costs and litigation. This study estimates the economic burden of these injuries to the NHS in the UK based on published estimates of the incidence and cost of needlestick injuries. The findings suggest that such injuries cost the NHS approximately 600,000 pounds sterling per annum. Many of these injuries and their associated costs could be avoided through increased adoption of safety devices. Indeed, evidence suggests that the increased acquisition cost of safety devices could be more than offset by savings resulting from the reduced incidence of needlestick injuries. Trusts are encouraged to implement improved monitoring and surveillance procedures to inform the debate on the appropriate use of safety devices.